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Facts about Van Gogh 

 

Vincent van Gogh was born more than 150 years (1853) ago in 

Zundert, Netherlands (Dutch) 

He had many jobs, such as working in an art gallery, as a teacher, in a 

bookstore and as a preacher. 

Then, around 1880, Theo his brother, suggested he become a full time 

artist. 

When he painted,Vincent liked to play with light and use loose brush 

strokes. He liked dark tones. 

In 1885 Vincent went to Belgium and he discovered Japanese art 

which had bright colours - this influenced his style. 

In 1886 he went to Paris and met other artists like Paul Gauguin. This 

is when he discovered impressionism and liked its use of colour and 

light and the technique (pointillism) where you use small dots that 

blend into rich colours. So Vincent is regarded as a post-impressionist 

. 

In 1888 Vincent left the city and went to a French country town called 

Arles - he was happy for a while but later he had mental problems and 

actually cut off part of his left ear! 

In 1889 he was treated at a mental institution and he started painting 

with small stripes instead of dots and later also used swirls. 

Sadly, in 1890, Vincent shot himself in the chest and died two days 

later with his brother, Theo, by his side. He was 37. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-impressionism
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This is a painting called “Starry Night” 

 

 

What colours can you see in this painting? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 



Van Gogh – Year 7 –Creative Art 

This painting is called “Sunflowers” 

In the box below can you try and draw it? 
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What words could you use to describe this picture of a sunflower? 

 

 

 

 

 

How many petals can you see? 
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Stick a photograph of your sunflower here. 

P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a tissue paper sunflower. 
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S_______________________________________________________ 

U______________________________________________________ 

N______________________________________________________ 

F_______________________________________________________ 

L_______________________________________________________ 

O______________________________________________________ 

W______________________________________________________ 

E_______________________________________________________ 

R_______________________________________________________ 

S_______________________________________________________ 
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Van Gogh 

 

S Q C B Y B L A C K T U F W Y 

V U L F S R B P S X U D N P T 

D U N J P L R K G V F P C E W 

E U Z F D R P A F J G J U P H 

O Q T T L Q B Q T P B I Q J N 

W L Z C C O A J I S A U Q U U 

E S F V H M W Y W V P D E B S 

L S E F J V E E L Y A Z Y W U 

L V I D T L I S R R I Q G M G 

A Y Y H L F M S J S N T O A B 

B F G O V T C C O X T H G T A 

N I W E G N A R O Z I G H U K 

N B H F B M H W I F N I W F R 

K X J L M L N Z G O G R M R W 

N A V V K Q O B D N D B B F H 

 

BLACK BLUE BRIGHT 

DUTCH GOGH NIGHT 

ORANGE PAINTING STARRY 

SUNFLOWERS VAN YELLOW 

 


