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28th June 2019

Request for Parent/Carers to feedback on SEN Review
Dear Parent / Carer
As you will be aware from previous letters and information I have sent to you, Cheshire West
& Chester Local Authority is currently reviewing the Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND) High Needs Provision in schools. This strategic review has been
completed by FWL & Associates. The review is now at the consultation stage and the
consultation report has been completed, which I have enclosed. I have put a copy of this letter
and the consultation report on the school website in the Parents and Carers Page – Latest
News Link.
I would like to bring to your attention some important information and concerns in relation to
the enclosed consultation report.
I have noticed that a statement that was in the previous report, that many of you have
challenged, has again been reiterated in this latest report. You will see that on page 6 of the
report, under the sub heading, iii. Imbalances in the mix of provision, the bullet point states,


There is strong evidence that the vast majority of children with SEND benefit
academically, socially, in confidence and self-esteem from education in mainstream
schools rather than further away from home or in specialist settings.

This is a concerning statement and one that I have previously brought to your attention. I know
a number of you have previously challenged this point and have given examples of how this
has not been the case based on your experiences. As I hope you are aware, I strive to ensure
that all academic, social and emotional progress is equally valued for our pupils. I am pleased
that a significant number of parents and carers of children who attend Oaklands School
support me in this due to the feedback I have received from the questionnaires that have been
completed.
I am also concerned to see that under the heading of Key Themes in Feedback from Parents
(on p.g.10), there is no reference to the specific feedback presented from the parents/carers
who attended the previous meetings with FWL associates. The positive feedback that many
of you gave regarding your child receiving education from a special school is not mentioned.
Due to this I don’t feel your voice and feelings have been sufficiently represented.
You will also see from the report that Consideration 4 would create challenges for some
mainstream and special schools, including Oaklands School.
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Due to the points I have raised above, your feedback on this SEN consultation is really
important and that your views and experiences are continued to be communicated and heard.
Therefore, I urge you to respond in the following two ways:
1) Register for and attend one of the Stakeholder events on:





Monday 8th July at Winsford Lifestyle Centre, 2pm – 4pm
Tuesday 9th July at County Officer’s Sports Club, Upton, 10am – 12pm
Monday 15th July at Ellesmere Port Civic Hall, 6:30pm – 8:30pm

You can register to attend one of our stakeholder events at
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SENDHighNeedsReviewEventsRegistrationForm/
I realise that it is short notice for you to attend these meetings and also that they are all in
work hours, however I have only just received notification of the dates myself.
2) Complete the online survey www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/SENDconsultation
so your important feedback can be obtained (a paper copy of the survey is also
enclosed and this can be returned to school, where I will deliver it to the local authority)
Along with the other Cheshire West and Chester Headteachers, I will be feeding back the
issues and concerns I see regarding some of the information that has been presented in this
consultation report. I will guarantee that I will be providing the appropriate feedback and input
to ensure that pupils with special educational needs are appropriately and effectively
supported both now and in the future.
Please remember that your contributions and feedback is crucial so that parents and carers
have their views effectively heard. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Best regards

Mr N Oxley
Headteacher
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